Acute phase proteins in canine pregnancy (Canis familiaris).
An acute phase response has been identified during mid-gestation in bitches by determination of the serum C-reactive protein (CRP) concentration. In four pregnant bitches, a large increase in CRP during mid-gestation was followed by a second increase after parturition. In three pregnant bitches, a similar increase was observed during mid-gestation but the second (post parturition) increase was not detected. In two pregnant bitches only a small rise was observed in mid-gestation. No increase in CRP was observed in the serum of two bitches that were not mated following oestrus or in the serum of two bitches that were mated but did not become pregnant. One bitch was diagnosed as pregnant by palpation but did not produce a litter and did not have a mid-gestation increase in CRP. However, this animal did show an acute phase response shortly after oestrus.